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Dear Bethany members and friends, 
 
Ah, summer.  I hope you are all settling into your 
summer routines and delighting in the warmer 
temperature and the beautiful green all around.  
We already have two outdoor services on the 
books for Father’s Day (June 19th) and July 31st.  
Feel free to bring your favorite camping chair or 
else we will have folding chairs available.   
We have some other outdoor opportunities this 
summer through Bethany that you can read more 
about in the following pages like a pontoon 
floatilla on Deer Lake and Vacation Bible School.  A 
big thank you to Lucy Kaczor for her willingness to 
help organize and run VBS this year.  The theme is 
“The People of God Do This” and it’s a chance to 
model and teach children how to live out the faith 
in daily life.  Thank you to those who have already 
volunteered.  We still have a few spots open for 
those who can help!  Let me know. 
Just a few house-keeping notes.  Our maintenance 
team has come up with a list of the spring 
cleaning tasks around the church that need 
addressed.  We will have a list of these tasks in the 
narthex so that you can come into the church in 
your spare time and tackle a project.  When you 
have completed the task, please cross off the item 
and put your name beside it.  Thank you for your 
effort in keeping our church clean and tidy.   
Also, a heads up that we are going to move from 
having a trash pick-up service to two members 
taking our trash to the dump on a regular basis.  
So, if you are responsible for a big event and have 
a lot of trash, please bring it to the large trash  

 
containers in the garage.  If you need the code to 
enter the garage or side door of the church, please 
contact me or a council member.  We are pleased 
to know that the coded side door system is 
working well and allowing more Bethany 
members to access the church as they need it.   
And a final maintenance note, the issues with 
water coming into the furnace through the roof 
have been corrected and the council has come up 
with a plan to address the water that comes into 
the church after heavy rains.  The good news is 
that our heating ducts are plastic, so even when 
they were filled with water, nothing was rusting or 
rotting.  While water does get in during heavy 
rains, water also drains out thoroughly, so we are 
not concerned about further complications with 
mold.  Still though, the issue will be addressed 
with longer downspouts and re-grading the land 
around the church so that water drains away from 
the building instead directly into it. Thank you to 
Phil, John, Marty and the whole maintenance 
team who have gone above and beyond to 
address these water issues over the last month. 
On a personal note, my family was invited to go to 
Kenya with friends in August and after a lot of 
thought, we agreed. It’s an opportunity for us to 
see a completely different way of life (I’m told I 
will need to chill out) and see some beautiful 
animals on safari.  My kids are most excited about 
that part.  I understand it is very difficult to get 
clothing there and skirts are particularly helpful 
for women.  If you have some summer skirts that 
you do not need anymore, I would be very 
grateful to bring them along with us for the ladies 
in Kisumu.  Also, if anyone has an old laptop that 



still works, but is not needed anymore, it would be 
very appreciated. 
I hope this summer brings every opportunity to 
connect with God and one another.  Such beauty 
outside, fresh produce from the land, and lapping 
lakes all have a way of softening our hearts and 
minds to the grace of God all around.  
 
Best and blessings, 
Pastor Lisa 
 

 

Summer Yoga at Bethany 
 

All are welcome to join in on the weekly gentle 

yoga class on Tuesdays at 9am in Bethany’s 

Fellowship Hall.  In addition to the physical 

benefits of yoga, the summer session will focus on 

being in the moment, calming anxiety and finding 

delight in the everyday using Eckhart Tolle’s 

Practicing the Power of Now. Be sure to bring your 

sticky mat and wear comfortable & supportive 

clothes. This is a free community class.  

 

 

 

   
 
Bethany has been chosen to kick off the 2022 
Tuesday Summer Concert Series by hosting 
“Adessa and the Beat” on June 7th beginning at 
noon.  A goodwill offering will be taken during the 
concert to provide scholarships to established 
music students in the area.  A luncheon will follow 
in the fellowship hall.  Luncheon tickets can be 
purchased ahead of time (and please do so, so 
that we have a headcount) at $6/ticket in the 
church office. 
 
 
Reminder!  
 

Please do not come to church if you are not 
feeling good.  Thank you and we will look forward 

to seeing you when you are better.          
 

 

 
 
 

Congratulations to Great-Grandma Jean 
 

A long overdue congratulations to Jean Mattila 
who celebrated the birth of twin great grandsons 
on April 1, 2022.  One baby was named Emery 
Grant after Jean’s husband and the other baby 
was named Edmund Rhoades after Jean’s father.   
 
 
Wow Bethany  
 

On Sunday, May 22nd a representative from 
Lutheran Partners in Global Ministry visited 
Bethany to share about their progress in helping 
children throughout the world.  It was meant to 
be an educational event, but still $720.31 was 
raised from your “loose” giving.  Wow. That 
translates into two children in India being 
supported for the ENTIRE school year with shelter, 
food, and education.  This is a really big deal.  
Thank you so much for generosity.  For those who 
want to learn more or sponsor a child themselves, 
please visit lutheranpartners.org. 
 

 
 

VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL 

July 18th - July 21th  
 

Children entering grades 1-5 this fall are invited to 
attend Bethany’s Vacation Bible School this July 
18-21 (Monday through Thursday).  Please reserve 
these dates for your young person.  If you would 
like to volunteer to help with VBS, please see 
Pastor Lisa or email at bethany@paulbunyan.net 
with the days/times you are available that week.  
Appreciate all the help in order to make this a 
memorable part of our kids’ summer! 
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Shaw Scholarship 
 

Scholarship applications are now available for 
Bethany members who are pursuing post-high 
school education.  Please return the completed 
forms to the Bethany office: PO Box 218, Deer 
River, MN 56636 or else 
bethany@paulbunyan.net.  The amount of 
scholarship money dispersed varies year to year 
based on how much interest in gained through an 
endowment fund established by Paul and Beverly 
Shaw. Applications are due June 25th. 

 
 
Veterans Crisis Response Team of 

Itasca County 
 

Do you know a veteran who could use support 
with: anxiety, flashbacks, thoughts of self-harm, 
survivor’s guilt, military sexual trauma, financial 
hardship, housing issues, VA benefits, education 
with the GI Bill, legal concerns, depression, post-
traumatic stress?  Randall is our local contact for 
Veterans Crisis Response Team and you can reach 
him at 218-256-5391 or else contact VCRT at any 
time by dialing 2-1-1.  This team is veterans 
supporting veterans. 
 

 

“Suicide and the Impact Left Behind” Group  
 

This group meets twice a month from 5-6:30pm 
and is open to all who have lost a family member 
or friend to suicide. This group is for anyone who 
is looking to gain strength from others who have 
suffered a great loss in their life. We are here to 
help support, heal, and build each other up with 
shared experiences.  Meetings are held at the 
Kiesler Wellness Center, 3130 SE 2nd Ave in Grand 
Rapids. (behind Walmart).  Contact Mike Garner 
218-256-5739 or Nicole Garner 218-244-1236 for 
more information and specific dates. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pontoon Floatilla~ July 13th  
 

Mark your calendars for Wednesday, July 13th for 

an evening of fellowship and fun.  Meet at Jeff & 

Amy Carter’s house at 5pm to launch the pontoons 

onto Deer Lake.  Once the perfect spot on the lake 

has been found, we will tie the pontoons together 

and create a Bethany Floatilla!  Sign-ups will be 

made available in the narthex and you can sign up 

for your “home” boat.  Once we link up the boats, 

everyone will be able to move about freely.  This 

will be an adult only event.  In order to protect 

Deer Lake from invasive species, it is encouraged 

to not bring boats from other lakes into Deer Lake 

for this event. 

 
 
Extra Extra! 
 

There are 334 members (and growing) of the 

“Western Itasca Area News” group page on 

Facebook meant to share news in the area like 

local events, obituaries, celebrations and general 

news.  You can email news directly to 

westernitascaareanews@gmail.com or post directly 

to the group page from your account. 

 

 
Reif Center Summer Volunteer Opportunities 
 

The Reif Center is looking for dedicated, 

hardworking individuals who love the arts and the 

Grand Rapids area community. There are many 

jobs you might do as a volunteer including, but not 

limited to: Ushering, Gift shop attendant, Merch 

sales, Ticket taker, Will call attendant, Greeter. 

The Reif offers training on all positions ahead of 

time if you’re interested in giving it a try!  

Perks include: 

Earning points you can exchange for tickets 

Access to view our outstanding events 

Catered volunteer events 

And more! 

 

For additional information, contact Emily in the 

box office at eslaubaugh@reifcenter.org, or call 

the box office: 218-327-5780 
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2022 Synod Assembly Reflections  

by Jody Anderson 

 

On April 29- May 1, 2022 I had the opportunity to 
represent Bethany Lutheran for the 35th Annual 
Synod Assembly. The theme for the assembly was 
“Deeply Rooted in a Boundless God.” Bishop Amy 
Odgren presided over the gathering. Daily devotions 
and worship services were powerful experiences and 
a feeling of connectedness with other congregations 
in the Synod was present as fourteen congregations 
provided music for our time together.  
 
Three resolutions were introduced and voted on, 
with all passing. The approved resolutions are as 
follows: 

1. Memorial Calling for a Just Transition to 50% 
Reduction in US Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
by 2030,  

2. Afghan Adjustment Act - Caring for our 
Afghan Neighbors  

3. Supporting Refugees from Ukraine.   
An especially inspiring presentation for me involved 
learning about the  ministry partners that the Synod 
participates in, as well as the ELCA as a whole. The 
Northeastern Minnesota Synod’s mission support to 
the ELCA was $467,000 in 2021. From March 1-14, 
2022, and from across the ELCA, over $4.5 million 
dollars were raised for Lutheran Disaster Response 
in Eastern Europe. On May 7, nine women were 
ordained as Lutheran pastors in Poland. A 
partnership has been established between our 
Synod, CHUM, and the Northeast Regional 
Corrections Center (NERCC), which provides ministry 
to those individuals who are in the correctional 
program. Numerous other ministry partners were 
shared. I was very proud to be a member of the NE 
MN Synod, as well as a part of the ELCA, which cares 
deeply for those in need. 
Of course, the accommodations at Cragun’s in 
Brainerd were very comfortable. It was a wonderful 
opportunity to become more connected with the 
“business” of the NE MN Synod. I would recommend 
that all Bethany members consider taking the “call” 
to attend an assembly in the future. 
Warmly, 
Jody Anderson 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sunday Service Schedule  
Date  Greeters/ Ushers

  
Reader  Fellowship Communion 

06/05/22 Rich Anderson Anne Webber Barb & Bob Baker 
Rich Anderson 

Andy Shaw 

06/12/22 Marty & Janet 
Christensen 

Marty 
Christensen 

Abby Kuschel 
Jeannine & Steve 
Jensen 

 

06/19/22 Don & Robbie Osse Lynette 
Schmidt 

Amy & Jeff Carter 
Lynette Schmidt 

Rich Anderson 

06/26/22 Craig & Lael Storlie Barb Tornes Barb & John Tornes 
Sandy & Myron Hahn 

 
 

07/03/22 Steve & Jeannine 
Jensen 

Steve Jensen Shirley & Larry Nixon 
Pat Tarbell 

Marty 
Christensen 

07/10/22 Darin & Cindy Shevich Ann Hedquist Robbie & Don Osse 
Nikki Osse 

 

   Volunteers appreciated! If you would like to take a turn serving coffee for fellowship, greeting, 

ushering, reading or assisting with communion, please let Diane Nelson know so you can be added to the list 
 
 
 

June Birthday Wishes! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Anniversary Wishes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



_______________________________ 
  

         

Bethany Lutheran Church   

Box 218 

Deer River, MN  56636-0218 
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